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| But the Soul that doth ought, Preſumptuoully, (2he- 
Ver he be born in the Land, or a Stranger,) the ſame 


—_— 


om among his People 


| Becauſe, He hath Deſpis'd the Word of the Lord, 
bud hath broken his Commandment, that Soul ſhall 
Verl be cut off, his Iniquity ſhall be upon him. 


IHERE cannot be an higher Demonſtration, as well of the 
Impartial Juſtice of God, in His Government of the World, 
as of the Excellency of thoſe Laws, whereby it is Admi- 
niſtred, and Supported, than the Exact Diſtribution of Re- 
lud, and Puniſhments, in both; proceeding always, according to the 
ttcrent Proportions of Vice, and Vertue; Still Guarding Duty with an 
equate Sanction, and as 'twere Adjuſting the ſeveral Degrees of 
wit, in the Weight, and Number of its Penalties. Upon which ac- 
punt, We find in this part of the Moſaick Inſtitution, a Series or Cata- 
gue of Sins, di/ingui/h'd from each other, by their Riſe, and Grada- 
un, their Complexion, and Magnitude, the many Aggravating Circum- 
aces, wherewith they are Inhanc'd, and the Peculiar Attonements 
Wgn'd for them; to Convince Us, of the Real Malignity and In- 


[5 Not proceed from the meer Arbitrary Impoſition of God, or that 
e Puniſbments, He has annex'd to them, are the Harſh Determinations 
a Tyrannical and Unjuſt Severity; but that they are the moſt 4 

1 an 


Neproac heth the Lord ; and that Soul ſball be cut off 
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inet Turpitude of Sin; that the Pollution of ſome Human Actions 
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2 The Nature, Guilt, and Danger, 


and Proper Motives, to work upon ourReaſon, and Paſſions, that we mu 
ſubmit our felves to the Divine Will, and Law: Whereby, our Sins xr: 
ſo nicely Weigh'd in the Balance of the Sanctuary, and fo Equitably ſl 
mated according to the Meaſures of Abatement, or Degrees of Py, 
cation, that the Size, and Quality of the Tranſgreſſion, is always 
vilible in the Penalty attending it. As for thoſe Sins of a Lower Cli; 
committed through that I#orance, or Infirmity, to Which Humy 
>7 103, Nature is often unavoidably Obnoxious, He, who knoweth whereof ne n 
14. made, and remembers, that we are but Duſt, did out of his Great Mercy con 
deſcend to Accept of an Expiation by Sacrifice, under the Jewiſh Ly: 
and do's now, for much more Heinous Sins, (provided we repent) 
accept of the Ineſtimable Blood of the bleſſed Sacrifice of the Lan 
of God, as a ſufficient Oblation, and Satisfaction for their Guil 
Nevertheleſs, what Puniſpment can be too Great, what Menace of 
Divine Vengeance too Rigid, to Deter Mankind from fo Flagran 
and Dreadful a Degree of Vice, as that of an Open, Wilful, Cont, 
macious, and Obſtinate Violation of God's Law; fuch an Exorbitat 
Pitch. of Iniquity, as without the moſt ſevere Repentance, cancels and 
ſuperſedes all Propitiation, Evacuates the Attonement of the Son 
God, and Conſigns over the Impudent Offender. to an Irremillib}; 
State, and utter Incapacity of Pardon? But the Soul that deth an 
Preſumptuonſly, & c. 5 ED 
Nou this Law, being Built upon the Eternal Foundations of Nati 
Reaſon, and Juſtice, is not confin'd to the Jewiſh Nation only, not 
barely to be extended to Strangers, or Proſelytes of the Gate, hut Ii. 
cludes Gentiles, as well as Jews, and is equally Applicable to il 
Chriſtians ; and is not (as ſome Learned Writers Critically remath 
fo much to be underſtood of any One, Specifick, Diſtinct, Kind of Sinn 
it ſelf, as of a certain Manner, or (as the Schools ſpeak) of a commu 
Accidental Difference, or Circumſtance of Aggravation, in the Forms 
way of Sinning, belonging to all Tranſgrefſions in general, where) 
they are render'd more Heinous, and Provoking, and are there 
call'd Sis of Preſumption, from the ſad 4ffinity and Analogy they beit 
to that Material Great Sin of Preſumption, eminently ſo ſtil'd; wir 
by, we boldly and arrogantly, preſume on God's Power, Mercy, J"/i'% 
and Goodneſs, his Affiſtance without Promiſe, or Revelation, or b 
Pardon, and Permiſſion, contrary to Either. | 
And, ſince We are fo Prone in the Grand Concerns of our Salvation 
and the Conduct of our Lives, to Platter our ſelves with this Delul''® 
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e Preſumptuous Sins. 3 
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ad Fatal Confidence, that moſt of thoſe Errors We commit, may be 
er with: the Extenuating Plea of Ignorance; or Infirmity, and 
. onſequently to be Expiated with a General Or Superſictal K emorſe . 
Which has ſo ſecurely betray'd Millions, into everlaiting Perdition; 
W: is certainly a matter of the Higheſt Importante, and of the moſt 
Wh bſolute Neceſſity, for the ſettling the Peace of our Conſciences, upon 
fm and unſhaken Bottom, to Examine, what the Diſtinguiſhing 
late of thoſe Malicious, and Daring Sins are, what their Sorts and 
Peres, what their Extent and Danger; that We may be able to 
Wnake the Auſterity of our Repentance, Commenſurate to the vaſt Load of 
heir Guilt. For tho' God's Merey is in it ſelf, as Infinite as his Nature, 
Wof which it ſeems to be his moſt Delig htful Attribute) yet ſince He 
Nas been pleas'd to Cirtumſcribe it, within Evangelical Bounds, beyond 
Which, We cannot, (without the utmoſt Preſumption,) Claim, or Hope 
Wor it; it is certainly, no Inſolence, want of Charity, or Derog ation from 
he All- ſufficient Merits of Chriſt, to Aﬀert, that We may by ſome 
Ie moſt Flagitious, and Conſummate Acts, and Habits of Unrepented 


— 3 „ „ 


ranlgreſs bey ond the Reach of Grace, or Conditions of Remiſſion; 
ad ſo draw down on Our ſelves the Di/mal Curſe mention'd in the 
$1 ext, not only in a Temporal, but Spiritual Senſe. To Prevent which, 
ſhall Endeavour, NAN e 


0 


I. Firſt, To Enquire into the Nature, and ſeveral Kinds of Pre- 
ſumptuous Sins. And 1 e 5 
II. Secondly, To ſhew their Prodigious Guilt, and Dreadful Danger. 


| Now to make this Matter Clearer, before Us, it may not be Im- 
proper, to Premiſe this Maxim, That the Guilt of All Sins, is to be mea- 
% d, by the ſeveral Degrees of Conſent, whereby they are Approv'd of, in 


7 . Ph Dp | 5 

! phe Will, which renders them more, or leſs Immoral; for tho' every 
bed Act is either leſſen d, or increas'd in its Obliquity, with regard 
o the Difference of the Law, of which, 'tis a Violation, and the various 


Circumſtances of Time, Place, and Perſons, which Affect it, the Mat- 
e, whereof it conſi/ts, the Means, whereby it was accompliſh'd, and the 
Lad, for which it was Produc d, together with the ſundry Conditions 
0! Light, Anowledge, and Aſſiſtance, the Agent lay under; all which 
"Ty much Alter the Caſe of the Delinquent, and either Heighten, or 
Viminiſh his Crime; yet the Concurrence of the Mill, does chiefly De- 
4 A 2 nominate 
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Prniety, Forteit the Merciful Terms of the Goſpel- Covenant, and 
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iel ſinful. So that of no leſs Trrational, than Impious Conſequeng 
are thoſe Wild, Paradoxical Tenets of the Ancient Stoicks, and Our M 


The Nature, Guilt, and Danger, 
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N bs 


nominate and Diſtinguiſh it; and is of it ſelf, ſufficient to change, event l 
very Nature of an Action, render Good, Evil, Indifferent: things, Vicion, 
and as the Scripture Elegantly ſpeaks, to make Sin it ſelf, more Excy, 


dern, Rigid Predeſtinariens (the moſt Abſurd Philoſophers of the Tc 
the Firſ# whereof, by holding the Equality of All Sins, ſet the mij 
heinous Enormities in Nature, ſuch as Blaſphemy , Murder, Perjuy 
Adultery, and the like, upon a Level, with the moſt Pardonable A. 
takes, and Weakneſſes ; and the Latter, by inducing a Strange, Fal 
Neceſſity of Sinning , diſannul its Guilt, render it a meer In» 
Notion, deſtroy the Freedom of the Will, take off all the Odium, an} 
horrid Dread vs Tranſgreſſions, and charge their Malignity upon the 
Fountain of all Good , God Bleſſed for ever. WET 0. 

This being in General Premis'd, as the Foundation of the following 
Diſcourſe, I proceed to the Subject propos'd, Namely, 


I, Firſt, To Enquire into the Nature, and ſeveral Kinds of Pr. 
ſumptuous Sins. i 


Now tho' this Copious and Fruitful Argument is as wide in its L. 
ſitude, as tis neceſſary in its #niverſal Uſe, rightly to be underſtood, 
as taking into its Compaſs, ſo large a Sphere of Practical Morality, 
yet I conceive, the moſt Conſiderable Caſes belonging to it, may be Con- 
ge under, or Reduc d to, one of theſe following Particular, 

amely, Ve 

1. Firft, Sinning either with a Wilful Ignorance, or againſt Poſiint 

Knowledge. . 1 | | 

2. Secondly, Sinning Without, or Complying with Small, or Running 

into Great, Temptations. . . 

3. Thirdly, Sinning againſt the Means of Grace, or after SI 

Judgment, and Mercies. 

4. Fourthly, Perſevering without Remorſe, or Shame, in the [1abitual 
Commiſſion of Many, Offences, or any One Darling Sin, with 
the vain Hopes of Repentance, and Pardon. 

1. And Firſt, Sinning with a Wilful Ignorance. As all Laws bolt 
of God, and Nature, Exempt Us from the Imputation of Guiit, in 
Caſes of Inwincible Ignorance, ſo on the other hand, they induce #1 


Indiſpenſable Obligation, both of Knowledge and Obedience, whe a1 
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of Preſumptuous Sins. 


We. Prownlg'd, and Underſiood. Where our Duty lies Level to Our un- 
br {ending and ſuited to Our Practice, to Neglect it, is to Preſume upon 
Je Mercy, and Goodneſs of the Lamgiver, neither can the fault of One be 
en Pleaded in Defence of the Other. Non putaram is the Apology of a 
r. and was never alledg'd but by ſuch Fools, as thought to ſuſtify one 
ime, by the commiſſion of a Vorſe. This is, as if a Man ſhould ſhut 

Eyes, and pretend Blindneſs, or put out the Candle of the Lord, on 

pole to wander in the dark. He that has the advantage of a Sare 

Lide to ſhew him the Road, if He refuſes his Counſel, can never 

nſwer for his Conduct, in Loſing it. Many of the Lines of Humane 

ty are drawn ſo plain and viſible in Our Natures, that nothing can 

Ve, or Obliterate them, but what Extinguiſbes Our Reaſon ; inſo- 

Joch that the Apoſtle ſays, it left the very Gentiles that were Ignorant 27. 

We it, without Excuſe. And if Ignorance could not be allow'd in vindica- * 
on of hem, who wanted a clearer Revelation, can it be urg'd in be- 

Wit of ſuch, as enjoy the Happineſs of the Glorious Light of the Goſpel? 

Qherein all its Precepts are written, as: *twere with a San: beam, that. 

+ that Runs may read them; and a Man may be as well Ignorant of 

bs Own heart, wherein they lye ſo deeply Engraven, as of this Hand- 

Witing of Ordinances ; nay it mult be as hard as the Stone on which, the 
amandments were Inſcrib'd, not to perceive em, at firlt view, Le- 
be: to walk thus in Darkneſs, in the midſt of Goſben, and of that 
, that lightneth every Man that cometh into the World, is to Grope 
Wd Stumble in Egyp:ian Error, at Mid-day, and to abuſe the Bleſſed 
aas of Knowledge, that Providence has provided Us, to Direct Us: 

ly in the way of Truth and Salvation; and is doubtleſs, a very. 
il and Preſumptuous Sin. . 91 

2. But, Secondly, if the Sins We commit through this bare Neglect 
laformation, which are as *twere Negative Crimes, are of ſo great 

bliquity, an Afected and Studied Ignorance, is a Sin of an higher De- 
ſe, of a more Daring and Preſumptuous Nature. Wherein, We in- 

bliriouſly Labour to Blind the Eye of our Reaſon, and Faisb, to Shun 
i It Knowledge, that would prevent Our Tranſgreſſions, and to ſhut 
| Ears againſt the Voice of the Charmer, leaſt We ſhould be Converted. 
4 heal'd. We fly from the Light becauſe Our Leeds are Evil, and 5,4. 
1 Wulk in Obſcurity, to avoid their Diſcovery, When Men hate Kpow- 3: 19. 
and will not chuſe the Fear of the Lord, when they will have none of his Prov. 3. 
%, and deſpiſe all his Reproof; this is an Ignorance that God *% 3* 
il de fo far from inking at, that He will puniſh it with Ixfatuation I! 
Ho and "1 


W | 
1 Matth, 
25, 14. 


Fobn 
15. 22. 


James 
| 4. I7. 


Rom, 
4. 34. 


6 The Natare;; Grit; aud a Ager, * 


their Own Devices. I he Former ſort of Ignorance, may be lool d Upm 


Geometrical Proportion, expecting and Judging the Performance of ou 


Fradictions, and Convictions of Our Conſcience, the Suggeſtions, Priſm 


ſays): much more ſo to him, that knowerth the Jud ment of God, that th 


_ andallur'd into ſome Vicious action, but with a Reſolute Calmne/s, il 


ts. Bs. Aa 


and Deluſion, byqiv ing up ſuch #elenteers in the Devil 's Service, to 0 
ceive the ages of Sin, to eat the Fruit of their Omn mays, and be film 


as an Act of ſupine Slath, and Oſcitancy, wherein We do, as 'twere can 
letsly Paſs by, forget, and overlook Our Duty; but this carries Prw 
aituted Malice in it, tis caſting the Lam behind Our Bachs, endeavouy 
to Evade its Force, by à Mean Sabterfuge, or erafty Hquiwocation y 
commit Sin with the proſpect of an Eæcuſe, to cloath our Watedneſs wi” 
pitiful Fig. leatdes, and with a Blaſphemous Credulity Imagine toqy 
upon the Omniſcience, and Delude the Ommnipotence of God. This is 
Second Degree of Sinning through Vilful, and Preſumptuous Ignore 
3. But, Thirdly, Snning againſt Voſitive and expreſs. Kyowl:an;i 
yet a farther pitch of Aggravntin. This Crime riſes, and falls, x 
cording to the Advancement, or Imperfection, of the Delinquent's d 
derſtanding : Nay, with regard to the ſame Perſon, it Alters, with n 
ſpect to his various Circumſtances. As We may learn from thati 
ſtructive Parable about the Talents, from whence Our Bleſſed Saviu 
has Authoriz'd Us to conclude, that God will proceed with Mankind 
at the great day of Final Retribution, not in an Arithmetical, but 


Duty , reſponſibly to the Endowments , Gifts, and Abilities, that ll 
has ſeverally Piſpens d to every Individual Man, So that this Sin! 
in ſome Greater, and in others L/, but in all ;zexcuſable, Toru 
counter to the manifeſt Light and poſitive Dictates of Reaſon, inal 
thing, that it expreſsly Forbids, or Commands, in deſpight of the Cn 


ſions, and Menaces of the Bleſſed Spirit, within Us, in matters of f 
Notorious, evident, and indiſputable, is doubtleſs a very high ant 
audacious act of Preſumption. I, I had not come, (ſays Our Saviout 
and ſpoken amongſt them, they had not had Sin, but nom they have no Clu 
for their Sin. And if (as St. James affirms) to him that knoweth tod 
Good, and doth it not, to him it is a Sin, that is, of Oimiſſion, (as St. Fl 


who commit ſuch things are worthy of Death, not only doth the fame, by 
takes pleaſure in thoſe that do them. But even this heinous Tran! greſſa 
is yet capable of one degree more of Aπgravation. When the Crimitk 
is not Surprix d, or over. born by his Paſſions, or by fly Inſinuations cnc 


ſedate Deliberation, takes time and Leiſure to adviſe with An N 1 
FL | | on 


— 
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Pert every Motive, and Circamſtence; Weighs the Temporal Aavantages 
Pleaſures on the one hand, and the Eternal Puniſhments and Divine 
zance on the other; and yet maugre all the Arguments of his Reaſon, 
beciſons of his Judgment, will follow his Own wicked Iaclinatians, 
his Lewd Deſres, and Accompliſh his Morlaly ends; this is ſo 
Neadſul and Freſumptuous a way of Sinning, that nothing can Ex- 

att its Flagitiouſneſs, or mitigate its Guilt. And yet as Slight, as 
itious, Covetous, Time-ſerving, Profane Libertines, and Atheiflical 
hauoheen make of this Tremendous matter, who can with Shamelels 
reheads, and obdurate Hearts, commit ſuch Deadiy and Damning 
ieties , there is no one Flagrant, and Deliberute Act of Vice but 

IIs under this Helliſh Character: As all Hypooriſy, (particularly that 
nteſlence of Fapaticiſm, Occaſional Conformity): Betraying the Church 
its Doctrine or Diſcipline ,. Lying, Fornication, Adultery, Perjury, 
unter, Rebellion, Sacriledge , &c. and the like, if there can be any 

er Sins in the Deus Catalogue of a more Crimſon Dye, committed 
rink the Reluctance of Conſciexce,, and the Commands, and Laws, 
e darn Wea yall beds 

Now in all theſe Groſs and palpable Points, there is not onely a full 
morrexce, but a peremptory Election of the Will, overbearing, and 

it were forcing the Ixtellectual Powers, to a ſordid Compliance. For Men 

wlly in theſe Caſes, act with Subtle contrivance, and anxious Forecaſt, 5.7. 4. 22: 
ey are: Wiſe to do Evil (as the Prophet ſpeaks) like crafty Politicians 

ey lay Plots and Schemes of Iniquity, Sin with Artificeand Stratagem, 

das dextrous Profeſſors, that are Skill'd in the Myſtery of Vngodlineſs, 

ultivate and manage every piece of Villany to advantage, ſuck out 

the Poyſon, and Drain the very laſt Drop of Pleaſære, and Profit, 
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il Pat it contains. 4575 1 31 AMIS FD IST ͤ  WOU}RE - - 
Our of the Great Number of Examples, that the Scriptures ſo 
entifully abound with, to illuſtrate this Matter, I ſhall only pro- 
uce Two of each Kind. The Firſt is, that Aſtoniſhing Inſtance of 15 
wmiful and affected Ignorance, in that Obſtinate, Per vr ſe, and 1 


Pay ward Nation of the Jems; a Nation Rais'd, Supparted, Gerara'd, | 
nd Deliver'd, by a continual and uninterrupted Series of a MiFatxlous 1 
ſovidence; to whom, as the Peculiar Favourites of Heaven, were {i 
dmmitted the Oracles of God, and his Will reveald by, a«S\#cceſive \ 18 
ion of Prophets after Prophets, to inſtruct, wav, ,wwite, and " 
eaten them into a Senſe of their Duty, with repeated Mercies and 1 
ſuhmente, of both which they ſo deeply Taſted, but in vain: . 1 
1 their {a 
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their Lam Was ſo lntelligible, and the Predictians of the Meſſah and 00% . 
- Diſpenſation ſo Evident, that nothing but their forc'd and falle cl 
1 could obſcure the One, and their ſtudied Obſtinacy, induce them to N 
| the Other; yet by their long Abuſe of all theſe Divine Priviledzes, ix 
ſl - , Endeavour'd to male ih Counſel of God of none effet#, and fulfilbach 
Wl ftrange Prophecy of E/aiss upon themſelves, which faith, By hearin 
| 2 ſhall hear, aud ſball not unter fland ; and ſeeing Te ſhall ſer, and not perten jp 
| for this People's Heart is 'waxed groſs, and their Ears are dull of HH 
1 ing; and their Eyes they have clus d, leſt at any time they ſhould ſe u 
1 their Eyes, and hear with their Ears, and ſbould underſtand with their Hal 
and ſhould be converted, and I ſbould heal them. Jo 
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Again, there is not in the whole Body of the Sacred Hiſtory a my 
Execrable Inſtance of Preſumptuouſiy Sinning againſt Poſitive Nun 
2 King. khan in the Example of Ahab, who is Emphatically Stigmatiz'd by t 
16. 33- Holy Ghoſt with the abominable Character, of provoking the Lord; 
21, 28. of Iſrael to Anger, more than all the Kings of Iſrael that were before hi 
nay, of having ſold himſelf to work Wickedneſs in the fight of the Lui 
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1 


the Commiſſion of it; when out of a falſe Principle of Vain- Glory, 
I Singularity , an Oſtentation of being above the Check or Controul of 
av, Reaſon, or Faith, or a Diabolical, Monſtrous, Maliznity of Nature, 
lighting in Evil, Men ſeek Opportunities of becoming Sceprical , 
rofligate, and Cruel; and in cool Thoughts, when their Paſſions and 
elefFuals are lels diſturb'd, they bid Defiance to God, his Truth, and 
lis Power 3; ſuch as are, the Denying or Queſtioning the great Myſteries 
Four Religion, Ridiculing, or Blaſpheming God's Word, or Providence, 
Wrreverently Profaning his Holy Name, in common Oaths or Impreca- 
Jon, or Aſſerting, and Propagating Corrupt, Seditious, Lewd, Schiſma- 
ical, or Latitudinarian Principles, with a virulent Intention of ſpread- 
Wo Poiſon, and doing Miſchief. Or when Men of Invidious and Black 
©:/poſtions, purely to gratify their Spleen or Rancour, ſecretly repine 
Bt their Neighbour's Happineſs, and without any Proſpect of Advan- 
age to themſelves, give an VUxderhand Stab to his Fortune, or Character: 
Wo theſe, we may add the Old Debauchees, who when they are grown 
Nun d, and Emerit in the Devil's Service, and are left Impotent, and 
uiſb' d by their beloved Wine and Women, when the Act of Vice 
jas quite forſaken their decay d and rotten Conſtitutions, rejoice to view 
I Commiſſion in others, enjoy it at ſecond-hand, play over their former 
Lives, in their own Filthy Imaginations, call up the Ghoſt of their de- 
parted Sin, and are perhaps more Laſcivious in their Thoughts, than 
hey were before, in their Practices. In all theſe Caſes, Men ad the 
[emprer's Part upon themſelves, and are moſt Preſumptuouſiy Wicked, 
ithout ſuffictent Alurement, Provocation, or Gain. 1 
2. Secondly, Complying with [mall Temptations, is another kind of, 
Preſumptuous Sinning. AS the Greatneſs of the Temptation, and Power | 
pt Inducement, do Mitigate the Guilt on the one hand; ſo by a Parity _ 
dt Reaſon, on the other, muſt its Little Influence, and the Capacity if 
of Reſiſtance in the Offender , aggravate and inhance his Crime. For 
here, tho' he ſtands ready and prepar'd to meet his Enemy, he throws 
kom bis Arms, baſely Capitulates, and Surrenders upon the firſt Onſer. 
a Man that thus Diſhonourably gives up himſelf, wants only an Op- 
Portunity to be a Traytor to his Cauſe ; whereas, nothing but the Laſt 
Upoſition can Acquit the ſpiritual Souldier thus fortify'd with the Sue 
ours of Strength and Grace; he mult diſpute his Ground, Foot by Foot, 
ind like a True Chriſtian Champion, rather Dye upon the Spot, than 
Lield the leaſt Point to the Powers of the Ring dom of Darkneſs. God 
0's indeed out of his Infinite Mercy, make ſome Allowances for * 
| | 8 | n- 
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Inevitable Infirmities of Our Nature, whereby we are often fare 

into Evil, and overtaken by a quick and ſudden Temptation, befg,; 

we could well view its Danger, Guard againſt, or Prevent its Attac 

or where, (poſſibly we having Leiſure or Will to do this) the /;,/,8 

of Our Paſſions may perhaps Overbear Our Intentions , and the fe 

quent Returns, and almolt irreſiſtible Aſſaults of ſenſual Enjoymen 

prove too Powerful for Fleſh and Blood to Encounter and Subdue: |, 

this Combat, wherein he does not Cowardly deſert his Colours, the Ji 

Man may be ſaid to fall ſeven times a day, and yet to maintain his 5% 

and Character, tho' he may be frequently defeated in it. But leaſt t 

ſhould be too Favourable to our ſelves, in that worſt and moſt fati 

Self-Flattery of Excuſing or Leſſeuing our Crimes, we muſt carefully a 

ſerve , that even the Sins of Infrmity, howloever Pardonable in then, 

ſelves, may become Sins of Preſumption, when we are wilfully aefciey 

in our hoxeſt Endeavours to guard our blind- ſide, to watch againſt that 

Vices that ſo eaſily beſet us, and loſe the Victory through a Culpable Ny, 

Ie&t ; which he is groſsly Guilty of, who is ſo far from fencing again, 

that he Anticipates the Dull and Lingring Temptation, is not ſo much 

careſs'd into, as conrts his own Slavery, prevents Importunity, «tz 

e 7im.2. in with the firſt Offer, and lazily ſuffers himſelf to fall into the Der! 
"6. Snare, and be taken Captive by him, at his Will. 5 

3. Thirdly, Next to Complying with Small, is Running into Grid 

Temptations, which is a different Inſtance of Preſumption. Tho 1 

Man is never ſo well aſſur'd of the Strength of his Reaſon, and the 

Steadineſs of his Reſolution , to undergo the greateſt Difficulties and 

Trials; tho? he ſhould (as our Bleſſed Saviour ſays) like one King g. 

dub. 14. ing to make War againſt another, fit down firſt, and conſult , whether it 

be able with Ten Thouſand, to meet him that cometh againſt him, will 

Twenty Thoufand ; (which great odds, as it muſt be always expected, 

is enough to make any Man, thus Oat.- number d, doubt of Succels;) 

tho' he ſhould by a ſtrange, and unaccountable Fortune, gain the Ds, 

yet he ſcarcely deſerves, either Thanks, or Reward, for a Victor, 

he fo raſhly and unadviſedly Hazarded at the Expence of his Ruin; 

and if he is Beaten, may not unjuſtly be Condemn'd for his Fool. h 

1 zeſs, and Indiſeretion. A Man may as well touch Pitch , and be unit 

Prov.6.28 fil, or go upon Coals, and not be burnt , as engage prevailing A0. 

ments, or Occaſions of Evil, without forfeiting, or betraying his Vertit, 

All Caution in this Inſidious Caſe may prove vain, we are catch d and 


intangl d before we think, or are aware of it; Nay, tho' we gti 
wa 
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e our Deſtruct᷑ ion before us, we may ſlide on the ſmooth, ſlippery way, 


eritably into it. There is a ſtrange Deceitfulneſs in Sin, (as the 1 3. 
oh Ghoſt expreſſes it) which may beguile and infatuate the wiſeſt 
1 upon Earth; and no one can be Secure againſt a Fall, that goes 
de midſt of Snares, or walks upon the Battlements of a City. I he E 5. 


Switching Temptations of Riches, Honour, Pleaſure , and Beauty, 3. 
ove too often an Over-match for our Reaſon; and thoſe Bold Com- 
W:cants, that are to wreſt/e, not only againſt Fleſh and Blood, but againſt Ebb 


WP rincipalities, againſt Powers, againſt the Rulers of the Darkneſs of this 
World, againſt ſpiritual Wickedneſs in high places; had need to take unto 
em, the whole Armour of God, that they may be able to withſtand in 
eri day, and having done all, to ſtand; that when they are 
, they may be found faithful, blameleſs, and harmleſs, the Sons of God b. 1: 
Without Rebnke, in the midff of a crooked and perverſe Generation. But 

hat Man can have ſuch an infallible Aſſurance of his own Heart, 

hieb is deceitful above all things, who can know it) as without the Shield g 9. 
7 Faith, and the Breaſt- plate of Righteonſneſs, to open his Bolom, and 

Wxpoſe it to all the fiery Darts of an indefatigable, and implacable "4 
Wnemy ; and eſpecially , when 'tis as much betray'd within, as beſet 
Without, what a preſumptive Madneſs is it, cauſeleſly to venture in ſuch 
Danger? where he may probably be bereft of the Protection of the 
Pace of God, and given up to the crue! Mercy of the Devil? This 
Way prove an uncall'd for, and unjuſtifiable Walking thro' a Fire 
Wrdeal, not ſo much to prove our Innocence, as to incur Guilt ; tis 
Wike St. Peters (who was a Sorrowful inſtance of human infirmity) 
reading on the faithleſs Deep, where, without immediate Divine 
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ſitance, a Man mult ſinł and periſh. He that engages in this pe- if 
ous Enterpriſe , knows not where it will end; and this vai» Con- \ 
ce has often foil'd the ſtouteſt Heroes in Chriſtianity, and brought f | 
| 


Wim to a ſhameful Defeat and Repentance , for truſting too much to 

P4tir own Strength, without the Aids of Grace, in difficult, and au- 
Parrantable Circumſtances. So great Reaſon have the beſt of Men ro 
in not to enter into Temptation; to ſet (as it were) Scourges over their Raclus vt. 
Tong hes, and the Diſcipline of Wiſdom over their Hearts ; to flee from 2,3. 
in as from the face of a Serpent, not to come near it, leaſt it bite us; for 

We Teeth thereof are as the Teeth of a Lion, ſlaying the Souls of Men; like 
to- dg d Sword, that cannot be touch'd, without a Wound, which cannot 


lee 
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be heal d. To converſe within the Infection of the Plague, and to viſit 
be Confines of Death, is certainly the moſt ready way to catch the one, 


and fall into the other. B 2 HI. Third- 


12 The Nature, Guilt, and Danger, 


III. Thirdly, The next Rind of Preſumptuous Sins, is againſi the Vi 
Means of Grace, or after ſignal Judgments, or Mercies. By the Mean 
of Grace, | underſtand not here, the Internal Operations of the Blei 
Spirit, on our Souls, Sinning againſt which, I have already oblery; 
to be a heinous Degree of Preſumption, and which in ſome degree 4; 
tends all other ſorts of it: But here, tis rather meant of all thy 
External Gifts, and Favours, which Providence beſtows upon us, ;; 
the Means of doing Good in the World, and being Serviceable, either 
to Ged, our Country, or our Friends, in promoting their Glory, or Ji. 
tereſt in Church, or State. Such as are, Wealth, Honour, Reputatin, 
Authority, Power, with the noble Faculties, and uletul Endowments f 
Mind, or Boay ; as Learning, Wit, and Eloquence , Health, Strength, 
Adareſs, Beauty, and the like; which are given, as ſo many mighty 
Bleſſings, and Talents, for Excellent Ends; and when m3i/-ſpent , o 
abus d, in the baſe Purpoſes of Avarice, Ambition, Pride, or Luſt; « 
any ways imbezzel'd, or miſemploy'd, draw a fearful Reckoning dos, 
on the Preſumptuous Offender. 

But among all the External Means of Grace, the Divine Mercies, and 
Judgments Signally ſhewn, ought to have the moſt quick and powerfi 
Influence upon Our Thoughts, being as 'twere the manifeſt Diſply 
of God's Favour, orVengeance upon Us, which ſhould either Mel: down 
the moſt Flirty heart into a pious Senſe of Gratitude, and Praiſe, or 
into an humble Acknowledgment of, and Submiſſion to, the Hand that 
Bleſſes, or Smites Us. Proſperity, and Succeſs, ſhould make Us Ne 
turally remember the Kind Benefactor; and Diſtreſs, and Afflictiun, 
 Whet, and Sharpen the Soul, Rouſe and Awake a Stupify'd and Lethir: 
gick Conſcience, and like the Hand. writing on the Wall, ſtrike Terror, 
Aſtoniſhment, and Remorſe, even into a Belſbaxxar, carouſing in the 
midſt of Vine, Women, and Banquets, But the Man whom neither 
Mercy can Sofien, nor Puniſhment Terrify into Duty, is under a worle 
State of Impenitency, and Obduration, than Pharaoh, Manaſſeh, or Ne 
buchadnezzar. 'ToSin under theſe Provoking Circumſtances, is to $i! 
in the Face of Providence, Mit at Omnipotence, baffle and Di/4: 
point all its tender Deſigns upon Us, and in the appoſite Language of 
the Prophet, to turn Fudgment into Gall, and the fruit of Righteouſnt|s, 
into Hemlock, What greater Obligations can there be to Piety and Re- 
ligion, than the Viſible Demonſtrations of God's Bleſſing in our Su" 
or Advancement, in Supporting Us under, or Delivering Us out of, an) 
preſſing Diſaſter, Calamity , or Danger? Theſe are Times of Es. 


couragt- 


Amo. 6. 
12. 


13 


Wrap erent, and Trial, and Opportunities of Exemplify ing a more than 


* 


Wdinary Thankſgiving, Humility, Patience, and Obedience. We may 
lerve the jult Reflections that the Holy Ghoſt has made upon thoſe 
oo remarkable Inſtances of Both, Hezekiah, and Ahaz. To the One, 
the Reward of his Eminent Vertues, God had given for the moſt part, 
Leery Proſperous Reign, had promoted him to more Honour, Riches, 
Da Glory, than any Prince, next to Solomon, that fate upon the Throne 
& David; He Deliver'd him by two Aſtoniſhing Miracles out of the 
Hoſt perilous Circumſtances, the Danger he was in from his powerful 
emySennacherib, and a Mortal Diſtemper; Bleſſings one would think, 
Worth perpetual Acknowledgment ! Yet it is ſaid, Hezekiah render'd : cron: 
Wt agen, according to the Benefit done unto Him: for his Heart was lifted 32 
& therefore there was Wrath upon him, and upon Judah, and Jeruſalem. 
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Vo him to enquire of the Wonder, that was done in the Land, God left him 
Ii bim, that He might know all that was in his heart, and accordingly 
Suniſh'd his Pride in the Scandal, and Miſery of his Poſterity. But Ahaz 
Das the very Reverſe of his Son, and molt exorbitantly Wicked, and 
Wicrefore God viſited him throughout his impious Reign, with a con- 


« fore, 

| IV. Laſtly, Perſevering without Remorſe, or Shame, in the Habitual 

wnmiſion of Many Offences, or any one Darling Sin, with the Vain Hopes. 
Nepentance, or Pardon, is an exceeding Preſumptuous Sin. There cannot 

layented by the Wit of Man, or the Sophiſtry of the Grand 1 


i the buſineſs of the Embaſſadors of the Princes of Babylon , who ſent ver. 31. 
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of Souls, any Two more Erroneous Opinions, or more directly and faul 
Deſtructive of all Practical Chriſtianity, than thoſe Abſurd Tenets, of ji 
Unlimited Mercy of God, thro' Chriſt's Suſferings, ſo as that they mah 
Extended to the utterly Impenitent, and moſt Harden d Wretches : and ih 
Enthuſiaſtict, arrogant Notion of God's Abſolute Decree of uncovenam 
Salvation, to certain Favourite Perſons, without any the leaſt reſpec bud, 
their Qualifications, or Demeanours: both which Opinions do ina mane 
Diſannul the Conditions of the Covenant, Abrogate the Neceſſity of h: 
pentance, and permit the molt /nfolent Offenders,to run on with Comfy: 
and Alacrity, in their Vices, without check or Regret of Conſcience. Upy 
_ theſe Two equally Falſe Foundations, Men are apt to Flatter then 
ſelves that the Day of Grace can never be paſs'd, that they can Ref 
themſelves, when they pleaſe, and that tho' they Offer to come is 1 
the very Laſt Hour, they {hall be 4dmirred, and never Deny d Entrance 
With this Alluring Proſpect, they reſolve to enjoy the Pleaſure; oF 
Sin, together with the Hopes of being Sav'd, take their full Sia 
 Tniquity, and when They have Squeez'd out all the Satisfaction, ant 
Profit they can, then to Relinquiſh it; and when they are #t for w 
thing elſe, Sit down and Reflect a while, upon their Follies. Now u 
Sin with a bare Intention to . of it, afterwards, is to do Deng 
to the Grace of God, in order to Obtain it; that is, in other words, al 
fronting all the Divine Attributes, yet depending on that Single one of hi 
Mercy. But tho' God has graciouſly promis'd Pardon to all thoſe tha 
truly Repent, yet He has no where promis'd the Grace of Repentant, 
to ſuch as Sight, and Abuſe His Holy Spirit, which alone can beſtow i. 
Of ſuch vaſt importance is that excellent Advice of the Wiſe Man , Sy 
not, I have ſinned, and what harm hath happen d unto Me? for tho the Loi 
is long-ſuffering, He will in no wiſe let Thee go. Concerning Propitiatio, 
be not without fear, to add Sin unto Sin. And ſay not his Mercy is great; 
he will be pacify'd for the Multitude of my Sins; for Mercy, and Wrath 
come from him, and his Indignation reſteth upon Sinners. Make notary: 
ing to turn to the Lord, aud put not off from day to day: for ſwadenty bil 
the Wrath of the Lord come forth, and in thy Security, Thou ſball't be d. 


1 7. ſtrey d, and periſh in the day of Vengeance. Therefore Bind uot one il 


. upon another, for in one, Thou ſhall't not be Unpuniſh'd. 

There is another Sort of Demure and Referv'd Sinners, who oul 
of regard to the World's Cenſure, or their Own Reputation, will na 
live in the Commiſſion of any Flagrant, and Scandalous Vice, but Stick 


not in Private, at thoſe of a Leſſer Quality, which are Suited to — 
a o 
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ricular Humour, Intereſt, or Conſtitution, in which they think they 
u with Impunity Indulge themſelves, and Perſevere, without Reluct- 
e. Oh! this is but Little one, aud their Souls ſhall Live. They 
| Compound to hold theſe Boſom- Sins undiſturb'd, to Rail moſt de- 
utly at All others: thus the Coverows Man will condemn Senſuality, 
1 Extravagance, the Epicure Declaim againſt Avarice; and the like, 
all Oppoſite Sins. Now tho' the Danger of theſe Crimes (however 
He in themſelves) is very Great, in that they paſs Unobſerv'd, are 
ſly admitted, and inſenſibly Stea upon Us, grow frequent, ordinary, 
d at length Habitual; and tho' they make up in Number, what 
ey want in Weight; yet paſſing thus for mere Inadvertencies, or In- 
ities, ſeldom bring the Delinquent to a particular Repentance, which 
Volentary Tranſgreſſions certainly Require. But it is undoubtedly 
We, that God's Sovereignty and Authority. is equally Impeach'd and 
ppugn'd, in the tranſgreſſion of any brauch of his Commands; there 
60 Diſpenſation for any part of Our Duty, as by way of Commutation 
the reſt ; and whoever chuſes finally to perſiſt in any particular 
n, tho? He ſhall keep the whole Law beſides, and Offend in that One point, Jam. 2. 
Guilty of all. ; ibs 
[Thus 4 endeavour'd in as ſhort a Compals, as this copious 
latter would permit, to ſhew the True Nature, and Point out the 
veral Sorts of Preſumptuous Sins. I proceed NEON: 


II. In the Second place 10 Evince their Prodig ions Guilt, and Dread- 
ful Danger, that We may Avoid them, 


And firſt, as to their Guilt, which is ſet out in the Text, in the 
Igheſt Expreſſions of Aggravation, the Senſe whereof, I ſhall Com- 
rehend and Draw out, in theſe following Particulars. nr 
. Becauſe they are Committed againſt the Light of Reaſon, and 
the Convidtion of Conſcience. Fg "FL iN 
| 2. Becauſe they proceed from an Open Contempt of God's Laws, and: 
do Reproach his Power and Majeſty. 1 70 
3. Becauſe they ſtrangely /ay waſte the Conſcience? , and in time, 
produce an Habitual Neceſſity of Sinning. 5 
4. Becauſe they Judicially draw down the Wrath and Vengeance of 
God upon Us, by Quenching His Holy Spirit within Us. 


1. And firſt, The Guilt of theſe Preſumptuous Sins is very Great Ea 
COT cauſe 
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cauſe they are Committed againſt the Light of Reaſon, and the Coming ' 

of Conſcience. Sins of Infirmity Slide inſenſibly upon the Soul, and; 

*{were Steal the Conſent of the Will. A Vicious Thought riſes up! 

moſt imperceptibly in it, and Surpriæes a Man into Evil. But the 

Outragious and Daring Sins Preſent their Over-grown and Monſin 

Bulk in full view, at a Diſtance, they give Warning of their Approach 

raiſe an Alarm and Uproar in the Underſtanding, and give it time 

Recollect, and Muſter its Forces, to Deliberate on the Danger, g 

in Divine Aſſiſtance, and having done all, to Withſtand the Adverſy 

with a vigorous Reſiſtance. Now in ſpight of all theſe Advantage 

not only Cowardly to Submit to, but baſely and Treacherouſſy to Cl 

in with the Enemy , notwithſtanding the Repreſentations , Advin 

and Menaces, of that Faithful Monitor, God's Vice-Gerent within Us, 

to do Violence to Our Nature, to Vz-Maz our Selves, and to Sink} 

lower, than the very Beaſts that periſh. A Man muſt Enlarge his Cy 

Jab. a. 5. ſcience, as Hell, and his Appetite be as inſatiable as Death, and th 

Grave, thus with his Eyes open, toSwallow Damnation in groſs. Andi 

Crimes committed thro' meer Ignorance ſtand in need of Mercy, and th 

3 Tim. i. Propitiation of a Saviour s Merits, (as St. Paul tells Us in his Own Cak 

what Judgment, what Condemnation muſt await that impudent an 

reſolute Criminal, that dares to Stifle and Outface his Convidtion 

Zuke 12. and to Break through all Bounds and Reſtraints ? The Servant thi 
*'* knew his Lord's Will, and did it not, ſhall be Beaten with many Stripes, 

2. Secondly, The Guilt of theſe Preſumptuous Sins, is very Gr 

becauſe they proceed from an Open Contempt of God's Laws, and do rep 

his Power, and Majeſty. And thus the Original Hebrew, with an 4 

mirable Emphaſis, and Significancy of Expreſſion, calls it, in the Tex 

Sinning with an high hand, which we render Preſumptuouſly. No 

were ſuch Crimes committed thro' an Actual Dichtlieft or Atheiltic 

Denial of God's Being, poſſibly they might ſeem to be leſs Preſumpriv 

but to acknowledge his Sovereignty and Juſtice, and at the fan 

time trample upon, and deſpiſe it, to ſpit upon him, with an Hail N 

of the Jews, to ſet at naught his Laws, and mock and ridicule the 

mighty Creator, and Governour of all things, with a Tb, God 

careſt not for it; to prefer the Service of the Devil, or an empty al 

tranſitory Enjoyment, or the Fears of Men, before the conſiderations 

Heavenly Pleaſures, and Eternal Vengeance; or like Judas, to, 

our Saviour for the Price of « Slave; is ſuch Folly, and Madnels, ſuc 


a Dreadful Aﬀeront, and Contumelious Diſdain, and Provocation, 5 


7 Preſumptuous Sins. 17 


J and Aſbes, againſt the Great God, as did not his Infinite Mercy 
expoſe » would cal down Fire from Heaven, to (trike the Daring 
gender, dead upon the ſpot, for ſuch unparallel'd Rebellion. © 
3. Thirdly, The Guilt of Preſumptuous Sins is very Great, becauſe 
y ſtrangely lay waſte the Conſcience, and in time, produce 4 fort of Ha- 
ua! Meceſſuy f Sinning. It is the Opinion of tome School. Mriters, 
Ii a ſingle Commiſſion of a very Grols and Flagitious Crime is 
wal to an Habit of the ſame, as containing in it the Force of many 
ſer As, or a Complication of many Enormities together; as the 
ommiſſion of Adultery, Murder, and the like; wherein, there can 
yer be Reſtitution made: Whether this will abſolutely hold True, 
not, has been queſtion'd by many Learned Divines, and I ſhall not 
tend at preſent to Determine ; but I think it can hardly be doubted, 
It that One 725 Commiſſion of this high Nature imply ing a deli- 
e 


e and perverſe Election of the Will, may poſlibly prove of the ſame 
M Guilt, even with an Habit of Leſſer Sins, being as Vicious in 
, and Principle, as that is, in its End, and Operation. For, this 


a fort of Spiritual Apoplexy, that at Once amazes, ſtuns, and ſtupifies 
e Conſcience, ſo that the Soul is for a long while unable to Recover 
$Snſe, and Underſtanding : And ſuch Exorbitant Sins ſeem to be, 
it were, a Compendium of the Maligaity of many {mall Ones, which 
deed gain Ground upon Us, by /#tle and little; and by multiply'd 
Ids, and a deceitful Cuſtom, are render'd Eaſy and Familiar, and ſo 
fadualy and Inſenſibly Decoy the Sinner into their Yoke, and Sla- 
ry; But, ſuch ſwelling Preſumptuous Sins, like an Impetuous Tor- 
Wt, Break in upon the Soul, overturn its State, and bear down its 
culties, with an irreſiſtible. Violence: At one Stroke, they gain 
compleat 4 Victory over it, that tis almoſt Trrecoverable out of their 
lominion : and having once gain'd the Conqueſt, they ſeldom fail to 
the Captive under their Bondage; and then, from frequent Repeti- 
ons, grow ſo Habitual, as at length to Superinduce, as *twere, a We- 
(ity of Sinning : For having Eras'd all the Principles of Reaſon, and 
Mink ions of Good and Evil, the Lamp of the Lord is quite Extin- 
wh'd within, and the Whole Man, like the 1/andring Stars in St. 


CL 


we, isEclips'd with theB/ackneſs of Darkneſs for ever; or to apply the Verl. 13. 
0 autifal Deſeription of Solomon, of that Emblem of theleSins, the Egyptian 

lague, He js ſhut up 4s 4 Priſoner of Darkneſs, and fetter d with the Bonds w.ſ4. r7. 
lung Night, being exil d from the Eternal Providence: he lies hid in . 
ſerret Sens, under 4 dark vail of Porgerfoineſs, being horribly aſtoniſb d, 


and 
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and ſleeping a ſleep, which is indeed intolerable, and whith comes ont of , 
bottom of inevitable Hell. So that, Arguments and Demonſtration, g 
one belotted under theſe infatnating Circumſtances, are no better thy 
a diſcourſe of Colours to the Blind; they can make no Impreſſion upy 
the Intellectual Powers, when they lye thus ſubdued, intoxicated, an; 
confounded, by an headſtrong, and Tyrannical Wilt; ſuch ati abandy} 
Wretch obſtinately reſiſts and oppoſes all the beſt means of Convidiy 
and moſt proper methods of Perſuaſion, that God generally makes Uſe 
to reclaim Sinners, and ſets himſelf with a pervicactous Malice again} 
the brighteſt Evidente of Truth, and ſtrongeſt Moti ves of Repentuny 
The Senſe of Conſcience being thus loſt as*rwere in the Sin of Witcher, 
the Man Commences a Devil Incarnate, gets into a Love of, and Comply 
excy.in Miſchief, Embraces it 2s ſ#ch, and is ſo far from Committingi 
with Shame or Remorſe, that He arrives at that Superlative Perfecta 
of Iniquity, even to Glory in his Shame, and Boaſt of his Folly. Me 
of ſuch harden'd Hearts, and Whore*s Forebeads, (as the Prophet ſpeak 
refuſe to be Aſbam d, the ſhew of their Cbumenante doth witneſs gu- 
them , and they detlire their Sin, as Sodom, they hide it not, they mul 
Stick at no Impiety, but take it in the Groſs, and full from Sin to Sh 
add Druntenneſs to Thirſt, and (as the Apoſtle excellently Deſcribes 
» them) Having the Underſtanding Darker d, being Altenated from the Lif 
. of God, thro the Tghorance that is in them, becanſe of the Blinaneſs of tht 
hearts: Who being paſs'd feeling, have given themſelves over unto Luſi 
ouſneſs, to work all Ua, with Greedineſs. Thus do theſe Mor 
and Portentous Sins, Naturally, and in their »ſual, and genuin Effect 
firſt Debauch, and then Murder the Conſcience ; and from an Havitu 
preſeverance in N induce a ſort of Neceſſity of it, and fo bring 
Man at len ) a Final Impenitency. Which will further appear! 


| otht 
We conſider, | | 

4 Fourthly, That theſe Preſumptuous Sins JFUDICIALLT irs 

down the Wrath and Vengeance of God, upon Us, by Cuenching bis Hi 

Spirit within Vs. Every preſumptive Erime We are Guilty of, is [ai 

 Eph.4.30, to Grieve the Holy Spirit of God, whereby Ye are Seal d unto the Day of lt 

ae. ag. demption; and our Bleſſed Saviour has told Us, that his Grace [hallÞ 

Taken away, from even ſuch as Veglect and Abuſe, and therefore mus 

more, from ſuch as Deſpiſe, and Reproach.it. Tho? it cannot be dent 

ed that there is no Degree or Stare of Sin or Tafielity, how ſoever ut 

mendous, reſolute, and provoking, but the'extriordinary, and m 

raculous Influence of the Divine Grace, is at any times able and 4 

ciel 
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* — 


ent to break through and ſubdue it, and in this caſe, upon Conviction 

id Repentance, Remiſſion muſt certainly follow ; yet for all that, 

od has expreſslydeelar'd, that his Spirit ſhall not always ſtrive with Sen 6.3. 
lan, and that He will withdraw the Neceſſary Aids and Supports of 

where they are Oppos'd with an opprobrious, and incorrigible Ob- 

tinacy ; that He will give bis Grace only to the Humble, and that he reſiſt- Jam 4 6. 
the Pmud, and Contumacious; and conſequently, it is a Poſition | 
; highly conſiſtent with the ſtricteſt Rules of Reaſon and Juſtice, as 

yith the infinite Mercy and Gaodueſs of God, that ſuch Perſons are 

nen over to 4 Reprobate Mind; and being deſerted by the Divine 

brace , the onely Means of Reformation, are irrecoverably aban- 

on d to go on and continue in a State of Damnable Sin, and utter 
mpenitency 3 and ſo exclude themſelves, and are excluded by God, 

ut of the Terms of Forgiveneſs, both in this World, and that which is 

v.come. And there ſeems not any Truth more clear or capable of 
Demonſtration, from the Holy Scriptures , being of ſuch vaſt Im- 
ortance for the cautious Conduct of Human Life, than that dreadful 


en may in vain ſeck the Lord when he cannot be found, and call upon him iS. 
wen he is not near; becauſe He has called, and they refus'd, ftretch'd out his 24, 6. 
bend, and noMan regarded; but they have ſet at naught all bis Counſel, and 
wuld none of this Reproof. I alſo (ſays God) will laugh at their Calamity, 
ua mock when Tour Fear cometh ; when your fear cometh as Deſolation, and 
your deſtruction cometh as a Whirlwind, when Diſtreſs and Anguiſh cometh 
on Jou : Then ſhall they call upon Me, but I will not anſwer; they ſhall 
ſeek Me early, but they ſhall. not find Me, for that they hated Knowledge, and 
A not chooſe the fear of the Lord. From theſe, and many other plain 
Taſſages of the Scriptures, the Primitive Mriters have aſſerted the 
Doctrine of a Man's being under a final and fatal Dereliction of the 
Bleſſed Spirit of God; whereby he was conſgn d over to the power of 
bis Own-Luſts, and the Poſſeſſion of the Devil, who never fail'd to Enter 
ich his Helliſh;Rerinue; and Lodge in the forſaken Manſion. Tho 
sit not ſo eaſy to Determine . when this Terrible aaa 
10 1 4 | a: urſe 
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Probable that it may now befall Men, after a long Repetition of may 


20 
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Curle happens to any Perſon; yet as *twas certain, in the firſt Age 
of the Church, for ſome time, after Excommunication ; ſo tis more thy 


Habitual, and Preſumptuous Sins, perſever d in, contrary to the trequey 
Threats and Commands of the Holy Ghoſt. And what a diſmal Con. 


Ex4d. 3 2. dition is this, to be let naked (as the Scriptures exprels it) both of th 
25. Protection and Providence of God; to be Bereav'd of the onely Prin. WM 
2 Chr. 28. Ciple of Vertue and Goodneſs in Us, and have Our Bleſſed Comforter aud 
19. Advocate, turn'd to be our Enemy, and to fight againſt Us, as the Prop 
Iſs 45 deſcribes it! What elſe can be the Deplorable Conſequence of thishMWW 


Rem. 2. 
45 5. 


E.. 19.13. 


him, Which as the Rabbinical Writers generally underſtood of Apoſts 


Jam. 1. 
15. 


. . 


forbearance , and long-ſuffering, which ſhould lead em to Repentance, an 


However, by its Penalty, it appears to be one of the Greateſt Crimes 


vereſt Vengeance: it is that Capital Offence," that Summ-Toral and 
Abridgment of Guilt, that muſt. make a Man Renounce his Baptiln, 


 Heoſtility againſt, and utter Abhorrence and Deteftation of, God 


_ Laſtly, in a very few Words, to ſhew the Prodigious Danger o, theſe 


regard to that which is to came. 


trightful State, wherein Men deſpiſe the riches of God's Goody, 


after their hardneſs and impenitent heart, treaſure up unto themſelves Wrul 
againſt the Day of Wrath, and revelation of the righteous Judgment of Gut: 
but that he ſhould permit ſuch willful and Obdurate Wretches to fall 
into a total Deſertion, and final Apoſtacy, that great Tranſgreſſion whit 
the Pſalmiſt probably means, as the uſual Reſult of being under zheDs 
minion of Preſumptuous Sins; and which ſeems not obſcurely pointed ou 
in that Grievous Sentence paſs'd upon them in our Text, in that Varie 
ty and Gradation of Expreſſion, as that Soul ſhall be Cut off, from amy 
bis People, that Soul ſball be utterly Cut off, and his Iniquity ſhall be un 


cy, ſo it matters not, whether it was Puniſþ'd, as ſome interpret thi 
Place, with a Temporal Death, by the immediate hand of God, or his Vit 
Gerents ; or an Eternal, as others; both being eaſily conſiſtent and re 
concilable together, and perhaps, the contequence of each Other 


that Man can commit againſt God, or God can Puniſh with the fe 


Deny his Saviour, Defy and Deſpiſe all Law, enter into an Adu 


and his Providence. It is, in a Word, the Laſt, Superlative, ff. 
ing Stroke of Sin, which (as the Apoſtle ſays) bringeth forth Dea 
Death bere, and without God's infinite and Uncovenanied Mercy, Death 
for ever in the World hereafter. Which brings Me, . 


Preſumptuous Sins, both, firſt, in 


Regatd to this Life ; and, ſecond "Fe 


I. Now 


— 
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I. Now were We here to Enumerate the many fearful Judgments 
a Calamities, the ſtrange and unaccountable Diſaſters, that God's 


U a a 
ooideace has brought upon Men, in this Life, for theſe ſtupendous 
+ hos, cither in Perſonal Viſitations on themſelves, or Vicarious Plagues 


their Poſterity, inflicted on their Souls, Bodies, Eſtates, or Reputa- 
n, both Your Patience, and the Time would fail Me. Let that 
otorious Example of David, in thoſe Preſumptuous Sins of Murder, 


. | 
adulter), ſuffice for All; whoſe Repentance, as well as Puniſhment, 
+ all theſe Inſtances, were as eminently remarkable, as his Crimes. 


hen God, by the Miſſion of a Prophet, had rous'd his Conſcience out 


i 

dat ſad Lerhargy, theſe Execrable Acts had caſt it into, for the 
eee of an whole Lear, what a diſmal Series of Afflictions, with the 
eliery of his Pardon, at the ſame time, were Denounc'd as the Va- 

„ Conſegquences of that Crying Guilt, upon himſelf, and his wretched 

| amily, {7072 whom the Sword was never todepart !. Inſomuch, that his 2 . 
4 bole Life after, together with the Bloody Sacrifice of his Houſe, were 
„tere one continued Expiation of it; and happy was it for him, 


at God, by a Peculiar. and. almoſt unpreſidented Grace, accepted his 
nitential Sorrow in this World, in exchange and prevention of ever- 
Sting Miſery in the Next; and ſuffer'd him, for a while, to loſe 
Temporal: Crown. here, that he might not forfeit. his Eternal one, 


| * 1 0 
77 after. A934" "7 1 0 12 *. — "Ab MT 0 8 * 8 \ 438% 1 e ; * nat + vs Lana tits 
uy To conclude, It ia the greateſt Hazard, and a ver important Queſtion, | 


It eaſily. to be reſolv'd, Whether any Perſon; under the Abſolute Dominion 
theſe Preſumptuous Sins, ever comes to Repentance, or conſequently, to 


„ for them... The Holy- Ghoſt ſpeaks of this Lamentable Condi- 
ess if it were in ſome. meaſure Neſperate and given over, and next 
WP * Hora! 1mpoſſibility to be Retriey d, under that Figure (Hyperbolical 


ly 2s We hoße) of a Leopard changing his Spots, and an Ethiopian his fe 5. 


*; at leaſt thereby intimating, the frightful Hardſhip and Danger 23 
conquer ing the power of theſe Habitual Pre ſumptuous Vices. 1 


We already ſhe wn, how difficult this Matter is, with regard to V. 
'd Cauſes and Ede, wherein We find the Res/op /ubiued, the 


| a d 72 5 N . 4 „ 4 wid to A 1 Þ $4.0 
i" ence Oblizerated, and the Will conrumacioully bent on Evils; as 
vas with regard to the furare Diſpenſations of flighted Grace, which 


em to leave no room for any thing but Deſpair, and horrid. Reſolu- 
ons of P erſevering in Sin, without Recovery. To which | need, only 
by way of Yluſtration, ſome dreadful Denunciations of the Holy | 
Uptutes relating to this purpoſe , which can never be too Aue 
| | N CCE 
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. 


20, 1 . 


1700. f 16 from the Holy Commandment deliver d unto Us. And St. John calls thi 


Chap. 6. 


4, 55 Ge. 


is worſe with Ds, than the beginning. For it had been better for Us, my; 


taſted of the Heavenly Gift, and were made Partabers of the Holy Ghiff 


come; Tf they ſhall fall away, to renew them agen unto Repentance ; ſein 
they Crucify to themſelves, the Son of God afreſh, and put him to an 
ſbame. For the Earth which arinketh in the rain, that cometh oft mM 


Chap. X. verſ. 26, &c. If We Sin wilfully after that W e have recti 
 #he Knowledge of the Trath, there remaineth no more Sacriſſoe for Sint 


#94, 4 wlidly Thing, and but ite unto the Syirit of 
8 Me know Hin that hatß ſaid, Vengeance belongeth unto Me, 1 will ret 


Pente, ſaith the Lord,, Aud agen, the Lord ſhall Fudge his People, U 
4 fearful thing to fall into the hands of the Living God. From all wii 


if in the Moſajck Law there was no Attonement, by Sacrifice, tor! 
14 ec vir Hint, but the Guilt of them was to reſt upon the head off 
6 


culcated on Our thoughts; and which ſeem not onely to refer to, hu 
run Parallel with, the Text. St. Peter tell Us, if after We haveeſca| 
the pollutions of the World, thro" the knowledge of the Lord and Sigg 
Jeſus Chriſt, We are agen therein intangl d and overcome, the latter By 


have known the way of Righteonſneſs; than after We have known it, 10 


a Sin unto Death, that is out of the reach of Our Prayers. But the Au 
of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews raiſes this point to a more Exalted Stray 
It is impoſſible ( ſays He) for thoſe who were once Enlig hten d, and hu 


And have taſted the good Mord of God, and the powers of the Worli if 


3 © 
3 


it, ani bringeth forth herbs meet for them, by whom it is dreſs'd, u 
cerveth Bleſſing from God: Bat that which beareth Thorns and Bryars is 
Jetted, and is nigb upto curſing, whoſe end is to be burnt. And that N 
may not miſtake the Apoſtle's ſenſe, *ris agen repeated and illuſtrate 


But acertain Ter looking for of Judgment, and fiery Indignation, wii 
Hall devpur the Hiverſaties." "Hethat de pi v Moſes's Lam, ' dyed with 
Rl under two or three Witneſſes "Of how much Jorer puniſhment, [i 
poſe Te, fhall he be thought worthy, who bath troden under foot; the nd 
God, and hith rounted the Blood of the Covenant, wherewith He was $a1 


is, 4 Bath one defpite untb the Spirit of Grace? 


P—_ 


N 


8 


Paſſages, ſome Learned Interpreters have drawn this Concluſion, Thi 


of which that was a Type, there can be by the Merits of Chriſt 
Expiation made for them, habitually continued in, or not retracted! 
a bitter, thorough, and P ARTICULAR Repentance, « Rep! 
wot to be repented of; without which, our Bleſſed Saviour's ſufferid! 
—4 FF To b 8. 5d SHOW h Cx! * ? [ thy F | ns is Sins W 
Can never be apply'd to the Criminal thus Dying iu in, ; 


der; by Analagy it follows? that under the Ch Pia Diſpen/ai 


88 8 
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ur de thereby inevitably deliver'd over to Eternal, Deſtruckion. 

vis Doctrine, at firſt ſight, may ſeem very Terrible, and Severe; 

r may be reply'd, if theſe things are ſo, what Fleſh can be ſav'd? 

muſt be-confe(s'd indeed, that this is the Rigour of the Law, and 

ibis ſeems impdlſible or very hard, with Men, yet all things are poſſibie at. 25 
% Gol: We mult remember; there is no} Abatement, on Den. 
hon in the Conditions of the Covenant 3: and if there may be any 
trardinary Inſtances of God's ſuperabundant and unpromis d Mercy, 

ſnatebing ſome, like Firtbrands out of the Fire, by his mighty Hand and 
o Arm, as in thoſe wonderful Examples of David, and Sa- 
um; yet ate ſuch ſurprizing and Singular Preſidents to be laokid = 
pon as the Miracufous and Tranſcendent Over. flamings of the Divine 

race, willing to diſplay its Omnipotence and Glory, in its Exceeding . 
iches and Power; and no more to be depended on, in the ordinary 
urſe of Providence, than that of the Penitent Thief on the Croſs; or 

at a Man ſhould Preſumptuonſly expect to be heal'd of a Plague, or a 

uver by Inſpiration, or a Voice from Heaven. Repentance is the Gift 

Goa, not the Power of Nature, and ſad Experience will tell Us, that 

hereone Man has, in theſe Deſperate Caſes, happily obtain'd it, a 

pond for ought we know, have ſunk into Eternal Perdition , 

What is here urg'd ought to be ſo far from deterring Us in the 

tluit of Repentance for theſe Sins, that it ſhould be the ſtrongeſt 
Wlotive to incite our Real, and quicken our Induſtry, and to awakex our 

pſciences out of this fatal Repoſe, to ſhake off this deadly Spirit of 

unber, (as the Apoſtle expreſſes it) and to view the dreadful Danger R. 11.9. 
e are encompaſs'd with; leſt theſe clamorous Iniquities, like the 

vice of Abel's Blood, cry aloud to Heaven for that Vengeance, which o :o, 
thing can ſtop but his Blood, that [peaketh better things than that of 6.12.24, 
bel. The Senſe whereof. ſhould engage our utmoſt Endeavours to 

ſevent, or recover our ſelves out of them, by a conſtant and vigilant 
tention to the Voice of God, ſpeaking in the Conſcience ; by a ttzad- 

tand unſhaken Adherence to the great Principles of our Duty and 
eligion; by deſpiſing the vain Pomps, empty Allurements, and 

eeltful Pleaſures and Enjoy ments of this World; by ttying the 

aving and Importunate Commands of our Pride, Ambition, Luſt, 
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| dvarice ; and denying our Paſſians, even ſometimes, in things Law- 
i N ; by abſtaining not only from leſſer Sins, but the very firlt notti and 
gate of Evil; and never truſting our ſelves within the Contagion 
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24 Og. . he Nature, Guilt, and Danger, 
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of Vice, or the purlieus of Death. And, Laſtly, ſince We are not od 

to do any thing as , our ſelves, and God permits ſometimes the Wiſ 

and Beit of Men, to fall into this horrible Pit, this direſul and amazig 

Guilt, We mult have a continual, and fervent Recourſe to his G1, 

which alone can Govers the unruly Aﬀettions of ſinful Men; that oy, 

his infinite. Mercy, and Compaſſion. to Human Frailty, He way, 

kindly prevent and aſſiſt us; under all the deluding.Wiles and Poyy 

of the Devil, and his Temptations; and that in the excellent Prayerg 

Bf. 19.13-thePexitential P 7 almiſt, Keep back thy Servants, O Lord, zom Preſunn. 


. * 


hacia ous Sins, and let them not have the Dominion over Us; ſo ſball We lr) 
3. #igbt,, and Innocent from the Great Tranſgreſſion: And God grant, 


Mie may all hvar, and fear, and do no more Preſumptuouſh.. 
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